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We work as official scorers for Major League Baseball (MLB),
covering games played in Washington and Baltimore, the homes of
the Washington Nationals and Baltimore Orioles.

We are part of a official scoring team that covers games in
Washington and Baltimore. The five of us split up 162 games (81
games in Washington, 81 games in Baltimore). →
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Dennis Hetrick (Bats: L • Throws: L)

· MLB Official Scorer since 2014

· 151 regular season games, four postseason games

· Game 4 of the 2019 World Series, Houston Astros vs.
Washington Nationals, at Nationals Park

· 2018 MLB Futures Game at Nationals Park

→
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Jason Lee (Bats: R • Throws: R)

· MLB Official Scorer since 2020

· Official Scorer for 41 MLB games

→
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Dennis at the 2019 World Series

→
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Jason with Orioles Public Address Announcer Adrienne Roberson
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These descriptions are just about what it is like in Washington and
Baltimore. Other cities have different layouts.
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What is the working environment like in a MLB pressbox?
These descriptions are just about what it is like in Washington and
Baltimore. Other cities have different layouts.

· The pressboxes are on two levels. The lower level is for the
print media (newspapers, websites). The upper level is for
broadcast media (radio, television) and scoreboard operators.

· MLB Data Operations has four people working at every
game: the Official Scorer, two Stringers, and the Field Timing
Coordinator.

· The official scorer has a television and DVR at their seat to
be able to view instant replays. We also have a microphone,
to announce scoring decisions in the pressbox. The pressbox is
very large, so the announcements are the most efficient way to
get our rulings out to everybody who needs them.

· MLB provides us with a computer system to view up-to-date
game statistics and several instant replay angles.

→
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Training for a MLB Official Scorer?
Dennis and Jason took similar routes to Major League Baseball.

· We both learned the craft in Minor League Baseball.

· Each MLB team has four minor league affiliates where young
prospects and reserve players play. We both worked as an
official scorer for Frederick Keys and Bowie Baysox games.
Both are (or were) minor league affiliates (farm teams) of the
Baltimore Orioles.

· Not all MLB official scorers have minor league scoring
experience. Everybody came to the job with some
baseball-related experience.

· There is less training at the minor league level. The major
leagues provide more training and support.

→
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Software for support
MLB has an internal software system to help the scorers and
stringers. Here are things we can see:

· Live play-by-play, pitch-by-pitch.

· Live box score.

· Replays from multiple camera angles, notably the television
broadcast and the “high home.”

· Pitch speed, batted ball speed, launch angle.

· Other analytics, such as spin rate, running distance by
fielders.

→
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Appeals of scoring decisions

· MLB players can appeal scoring decisions.

· This right was negotiated, and is in the collective bargaining
agreement between MLB and the MLB Players Association.

· Appeals go to a committee at MLB, who has the final ruling.

· The Official Scoring Appeals Committee usually gives a short
description of why they made their ruling.

→
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2020 season

· During the 2020 season, all official scorers worked from
home.

· We had to rely on game broadcasts, and the extra camera
angles from our internal system.

· Game broadcasts made things a little difficult. In particular,
when a batter hit a hard ground ball to third base or first
base, the camera angle was often a split second too slow to
see what happened.

· Jason worked his first season as a MLB official scorer by
working from home. First game, first batter... sharp ground
ball to third base!!! The camera was slow to switch to what
happened. Thank goodness, the third baseman fielded the
ball and threw out the batter.
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Scoresheets

· MLB lets us write our scoresheets any way we like.

· Dennis usually writes his scoresheet on the lineup sheets
provided by the teams.

· Jason has his own scoresheets.
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Ordinary Effort

As we all know, the most common scoring decisions are hit vs.
error decisions, with the criteria of “ordinary effort” used to make
decisions.

The Official Baseball Rules gives this definition:

ORDINARY EFFORT is the effort that a fielder of average skill at
a position in that league or classification of leagues should exhibit
on a play, with due consideration given to the condition of the field
and weather conditions.
→
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Here are some things we have to consider when thinking about
ordinary effort.

· Field conditions: sun, rain, bad hops, bad conditions causing
a fielder to slip.

· The difference between a mental mistake and a physical
mistake.

· Fielder’s colliding.

· Our experience from watching a LOT of baseball and from
talking to other official scorers guides us every day on the job.
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Some other questions:

· What do we think about advanced metrics such as WAR,
FIP, Defensive Runs saved, wOBA, FIP, etc.?
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Some other questions:

· What do we think about advanced metrics such as WAR,
FIP, Defensive Runs saved, wOBA, FIP, etc.?

· Do we score any differently in the regular season vs. the
postseason?
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We would like to show some plays from the 2021 MLB season.
While we can say our opinions about the best ruling, our goal is to
focus on what important features of the play we are looking for. In
other words, for our presentation, the answer is less important than
the way we GET to the answer.

We will screenshare the videos, but the sharing may not be great
quality. All of the links were emailed to the participants
beforehand. In case you don’t have it, we will put the weblink in
the GoToMeeting chat. If you are able to, you could play the
videos for yourself.

When we are done with the videos, we will take questions.



Links to Videos 

Play 1: 

Ground ball to third.  Two part play? 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210413NYY-TOR-HD-4-LIVE_583084_586402.mp4 

 

Play 2: 

Outfielder on the run. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210525BAL-MIN-HD-4-LIVE_857720_861714.mp4 

 

Play 3: 

Outfielder on the run. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210606SEA-LAA-HD-4-LIVE_334916_337772.mp4 

 

Play 4: 

Ball gets by outfielder. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210625CLE-MIN-HD-4-LIVE_206036_209754.mp4 

 

Play 5: 

Line drive to third baseman. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210718SEA-LAA-HD-4-LIVE_810788_812854.mp4 

 

Play 6: 

Outfielder in position and slips. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210818OAK-CHW-HD-4-LIVE_660554_664912.mp4 

 

Play 7: 

Outfielder misses easy fly ball. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210811TBR-BOS-HD-4-LIVE_598314_602232.mp4 

 

 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210413NYY-TOR-HD-4-LIVE_583084_586402.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210525BAL-MIN-HD-4-LIVE_857720_861714.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210606SEA-LAA-HD-4-LIVE_334916_337772.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210625CLE-MIN-HD-4-LIVE_206036_209754.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210718SEA-LAA-HD-4-LIVE_810788_812854.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210818OAK-CHW-HD-4-LIVE_660554_664912.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210811TBR-BOS-HD-4-LIVE_598314_602232.mp4


Play 8: 

Grounder to second baseman, up the middle 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210909KCR-BAL-HD-4-LIVE_605562_609008.mp4 

 

Play 9: 

Second baseman drops popup. 

https://diamond-mp4-cuts.mlb.com/20210929OAK-SEA-HD-4-LIVE_275979_277311.mp4 

 

Play 10: 

Outfielder drops line drive. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210415SDP-PIT-HD-4-LIVE_558476_561648.mp4 

 

Play 11: 

Grounder to second baseman. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210501MIA-WAS-HD-4-LIVE_377668_379828.mp4 

 

Play 12: 

Shortstop tries to barehand slow roller. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210615NYY-TOR-HD-4-LIVE_433240_436032.mp4 

 

Play 13: 

Outfield collision. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210912SFG-CHC-HD-4-LIVE_519658_523636.mp4 

 

Play 14: 

Fly ball right down left field line. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210915CIN-PIT-HD-4-LIVE_863084_866540.mp4 

 

Play 15: 

First baseman throws offline to pitcher covering. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210418SFG-MIA-HD-4-LIVE_443360_445902.mp4 
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https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210415SDP-PIT-HD-4-LIVE_558476_561648.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210501MIA-WAS-HD-4-LIVE_377668_379828.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210615NYY-TOR-HD-4-LIVE_433240_436032.mp4
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https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210915CIN-PIT-HD-4-LIVE_863084_866540.mp4
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Play 16: 

Slow roller to third baseman. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210427PHI-STL-HD-4-LIVE_678192_680334.mp4 

 

Play 17: 

Grounder to second baseman playing in short right. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210430SFG-SDP-HD-4-LIVE_387536_390526.mp4 

 

Play 18: 

Comebacker deflects off pitcher. 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210520NYY-TEX-HD-4-LIVE_669232_673636.mp4 

 

Play 19: 

Wild pitch/passed ball 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210606SEA-LAA-HD-4-LIVE_143706_146540.mp4 

 

Play 20: 

Wild pitch/passed ball 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210529KCR-MIN-HD-4-LIVE_473660_476398.mp4 

 

Play 21: 

Foul pop: 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210903BAL-NYY-HD-4-LIVE_545362_545662.mp4 

 

https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210427PHI-STL-HD-4-LIVE_678192_680334.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210430SFG-SDP-HD-4-LIVE_387536_390526.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210520NYY-TEX-HD-4-LIVE_669232_673636.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210606SEA-LAA-HD-4-LIVE_143706_146540.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210529KCR-MIN-HD-4-LIVE_473660_476398.mp4
https://diamond.majorleaguebaseball.com/hls_clips/20210903BAL-NYY-HD-4-LIVE_545362_545662.mp4
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Thank you for coming to our presentation,

we will finish by taking questions.
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